What am 1?

In the last issue, What am |? was a section of a
May Bug or Cockchafer (Melolontha melolontha).

The only correct answer was sent in by Mr. Tony
Fonséca from Ightham. He also commented that
these seem to be declining in numbers, year on
year.

The Cockchafer, or May Bug is recognised by its
black pronutum and pointed abdomen. This com-
mon beetle flies noisily by night in May — June and
hence its name May Bug. Adults chew the leaves
of trees and shrubs while the fat, C-shaped grubs
feed on the roots of a wide range of plants, includ-
ing many crops.

What am | ?

Contact Us

May Bug (Melolontha melolontha)

} This month we have part of a fascinating photograph for you
to identify. It was taken by our previous manager Steve
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stories about species seen in
your garden or elsewhere, we'd
love to hear from you! If you

about the Records Centre or
other wildlife groups and
organisations in Kent, feel free to
contact us:

KMBRC
Tyland Barn
Sandling
Maidstone
ME14 3BD

Telephone: 01622 685646 or
01622 685780

If you would like to receive

this newsletter as an e-mail

please let us know at

info@kmbrc.org.uk

(Editor Ann Watts)

Our Partners

If you have any news or success -

would like more information -

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or
require more recording forms please call on
01622 685780 or email info@kmbrc.org.uk

If you would like to send in photographs for
identification or have general queries, please
email info@kmbrc.org.uk

If you know of any local publications which may
be interested in including an article from us
please contact us at the above number or email
info@kmbrc.org.uk

Additional information and detail can be found
on our website: www.kmbrc.org.uk

We are also available to give talks or
presentations to interested local groups about
the Records Centre and/or Kent's wildlife.

We offer training in recording and the use of
Recorder Software and GPS.

We are very grateful to the following partners for providing funding and resources.

KMBRC Data Enquiries

One of the main roles of Kent and Medway Biological Record Centre is to respond to requests for
biodiversity information from ecologists, planners, developers and the general public. These come
from all over Kent and Medway as can seen from this map, which shows the number of enquiries
we have had per district since KMBRC formally launched its enquiry service in 2005.

As many of our information requests are related to planning applications, districts under develop-
mental pressure, such as Thanet and Dartford, are the subject of many data enquiries despite their
small area. Large districts also produce many requests, with Maidstone being the district we are
most often asked for information about.

Our requests for information come from Dungeness to North Foreland, the Isle of Grain to Bough
Beech reservoir — which is why we are always very pleased to receive wildlife sightings from all over
Kent and Medway. If you are already one of our valuable biological recorders then thank you: you
make our data enquiry services possible and so help to safeguard Kent's wonderful wildlife. If you
would like to find out more about how you can help build up our database by sending us your records
then please get in touch.

More information about our enquiry service can be found at:
http://www.kmbrc.org.uk/enquiries/request/
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Recording Wildlife in Kent

Since our inception in 2003 we have gained a dedicated core of wildlife
recorders from members of the public spread across the length and
breadth of Kent. As with our information requests, areas around Head-
corn, Romney Marsh, Edenbridge and Longfield are just a few covered.

Many people record daily sightings in their gardens with notes of
behaviour attached. One has a hide which he uses regularly through-
out daylight hours. Another lady writes a narrative to accompany her
records while a knowledgeable couple send in their digital photos,many
of which are identified correctly. Mr Penney sent us beautifully illustrat-
ed sheets of his observations, as you may have seen in the calendar
last year.

There are many ways of recording and as long as the  y have the
Robin ( Erithacus rubecula)  4Ws - Who? What? Where? When? - they are all valid.

These records are the life blood of The Record Centre as they identify the ordinary, everyday
sightings around our county and we are extremely grateful to all our dedicated reco  rders.

Kent Kids’ Wild Watch and our New Junior Newsletter

We are now working hard to involve our young ecologists of the
future in recording their sightings. Kent Kids’ Wild Watch , which
was originally launched in 2005, has been resurrected this year on
our website. Several primary schools have become involved.

Children love spotting species
and identifying what they see.
We encourage them to send in
their results by e-mail or post.
What have we got here?

Our website www.kmbrc.org.uk has a link to Kent Kids’ Wild Watch and
there we provide ID sheets, Recording Forms and Lesson Plans which
can all be downloaded. We hope this will encourage busy teachers to
become involved.

Following on from our Kent Kids Wild Watch, we have launched a Junior Newsletter this month
which will initially go to the schools that we have worked with. We hope that this may lead to us being
able to send it out to interested families in the future.

Forthcoming Events...

September 27-28 Kent Goes Wild 10.00 - 16.00
Shorne Wood Country Park
October 11 The Kent Wildlife Conference. 10.00 - 16.30

Canterbury Christ Church University

For more information on these events, contact us or see
www.kmbre.org.uk/information/events/

If you have any suggestions for items or articles for our Newsletter
then do please get in touch with your ideas.

Fungi all around

This is the time of year when fungi appear in profusion in our gardens, fields and woodlands. How
many of the questions from www.first-nature.com can you answer?
Answers in the next issue.

The Lodge Garden - alias Liberty Hall, June 2008

Nelson, the one-eyed blackbird, likes to sit on the mat outside the back door, wings outspread,tail
feathers in a rich black fan, his good eye watching in case a tasty morsel should come winging its
way towards him. His preference is grapes but scraps would do. He would seem to placidly watch
me through the open door working around the kitchen.

There is a bird “nursery” in the dustbin corner situated near a well-trimmed hedge. Food is popped
in there and often gate-crashers — in the form of starlings — rush the entrance. Baby blackbirds are
more aggressive than the adults so they will put up a fight. The more timid mother blackbirds or,
more properly, “brown birds” patrol the nearby walls and low sloping roofs. As near as may be, they
“beg” for scraps if it is not the “official” feeding hours.

Many grapes are donated. These are whisked home, at speed, to nestlings. One “brownie” in
particular will come very close. After watching garden birds for 40 years or more it is undeniable
that birds learn to recognise people and after long association, trust them. Some blackbirds — over
generations — exhibit many white feather patches.

Other visitors to the garden include three jackdaws and three wood pigeons, which look like small
chickens among the usual small birds. More anon. Mrs. M Lawrie.

We would be very happy to publish other readers thoughts and notes in future editions if space
allows.




