
Our Partners We are very grateful to the following partners for providing funding and resources.

If you have any news or success
stories about species seen in
your garden or elsewhere, we’d
love to hear from you! If you
would like more information
about the Records Centre or
other wildlife groups and
organisations in Kent, feel free
to contact us:

KMBRC

Tyland Barn

Sandling

Maidstone

ME14 3BD

Telephone: 01622 685646 or

                   01622 685780

(Editor R. Childs)

What  am I?

In the last issue, the ‘What am I?’ was the female flowers of the
common Hazel (Corylus avellana).  We received many correct
responses, but the first one was from Mrs P. Durant - many
thanks to everyone who sent in an answer.
   Hazel has been used historically for many products, including
wattle and daub and basketwork and woven panels.   To supply
enough wood hazel was coppiced - cut at ground level usually
on a seven year rotation.  Hazel coppice today provides a
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·  If you are interested in becoming a volunteer
or require more recording forms please call
Ruth on 01622 685780 or email
ruth.childs@kmbrc.org.uk

·  If you would like to send in photographs for
identification or have general queries, please
email info@kmbrc.org.uk

·  If you know of any local publications which
may be interested in including an article from
us please contact Ruth at the above number
or email ruth.childs@kmbrc.org.uk

·  Additional information and detail can be found
on our website: www.kmbrc.org.uk

·  We are also available to give talks or
presentations to interested local groups about
the Records Centre and/or Kent’s wildlife.

·  We offer training in recording and the use of
Recorder Software and GPS.
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Contact Us

We are looking forward to
receiving your suggestions for
the above photo (see ‘contact
us’ below for details).  All
suggestions are very much
appreciated. All species in
‘What am I?’ can be found in
Kent.

fantastic breeding
habitat for a number
of birds and supports
threatened  species
such as the
dormouse and the
perennial parasitic
plant toothwort
(Lathraea
squamaria), where
hazel is often the
host plant.

Shield Bug (Dolycoris baccarum)     © R. Childs
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awareness of the importance of recording and the enjoyment
people of all ages can have in learning about and observing
wildlife on their doorstep.

There will be a wide range of activities suitable for all the family
from sweep-netting for insects, pond dipping, mammal trapping
and bat walks at night so there should be something to suit
everyone.  There will be plenty of wildlife experts on hand to help
with any queries and opportunities to learn more about how you
can take part in training events and surveys yourself.

Following the success of last year’s Kent Goes Wild! event organised by the
KMBRC and held at Leeds Castle, we are hosting another event this summer.
Kent Goes Wild! 2006 will be held at Shorne Wood Country Park  near
Gravesend on the 5th and 6th of August .

Kent Goes Wild! is the biggest wildlife recording event in Kent and we’re
inviting everyone to come and help us record the wildlife at one of the
County’s richest Country Parks.  The weekend is designed to raise

There will be free admission for everyone, parking will be
available and shuttle buses will run from local train stations to the
site.  Please try to be sustainable and use public transport or
car-share.  Shorne Wood Country Park has recently got a new
eco-friendly visitor centre which will be open for this event.

Recording wildlife will also help us to learn about
those species in decline or those increasing their
range, specifically in Kent.   We can also use
records to look at phenology and plot the first
sightings of spring and the last sightings in autumn
and use these results to try to see if changes that
are occurring are due to climate change or other
factors.

Please come along and support us in August, it
promises to be a fantastic weekend.  We are also
looking for volunteers to come and help lead
guided walks and talk to people about recording
and their own experiences.

As many people already know, wildlife recording can be a fantastic past time, but there is always
something new to learn or a new species to see, many of us will be available to help those already
recording in their garden or local area to improve recording skills or help direct people to courses
and volunteering opportunities.   Recording in your local area will help inform decision-making and
planning in your region.  We can’t help to conserve species if we don’t know where they are.



Recording Field-Trip to Northern France Land Access Database

Discover Kent’s Coastline

Recently the KMBRC organised a recording field-trip to France, hosted by
our French partners in Nord-Pas-de-Calais, 3 staff members and some 30
recorders spent the weekend in France.  4 sites were visited, each with
very different habitats.  Even though much of the underlying geology is the
same, Kent and northern France hold many differences when it comes to
species records.  The records collected are going to be displayed on our
website and shared with our French counterparts so they will go towards
informing their management regimes.  Many thanks to all of those who
shared their expertise and for making it such a successful trip.

News

At the Records Centre we’ve recently launched a new database called the Land Access Database.
We have launched this as a means to improve the coverage of recording in Kent.

The map on the left is a simple
illustration of the coverage for
records in Kent.  Although it is for
November 2004 our records still
hold true to this pattern of
recording intensity in urban areas
and in nature reserves.  It is
understandable that when people
record they want to see interesting
species so nature reserves are
very common recording sites, for
both professional and amateur
recorders.

     One of the main reasons for
lack of recording in other areas of
Kent is access to land which is
very often privately owned, such
as a farm or woodlands.

The Land Access Database in it’s simplest form is a means of communication between land owners
and the recording community.  We’d like to use it as a way of getting permission for recorders to
visit sites which haven’t been surveyed before and for land owners, particularly farmers and those
people wishing to manage their land for wildlife, to understand more about the species their land is
supporting.  The benefits of sharing wildlife information are mutual.  It provides recorders with better
coverage of the county which is necessary particularly when trying to produce an atlas of species
distribution.  For land owners it can provide a wealth of information which can be used to inform
management plans, wildlife management schemes and getting information for Farm Environment
Plans.  If this is a scheme you are interested in getting involved with then do not hesitate to contact
us here at the Records Centre.

We now have a few new pages on
our website to help you with your
recording.  The first of which is the
KMBRC forum page which provides
everyone with an opportunity to ask
questions and discuss issues
relating to wildlife - importantly with
access to a number of people who
may be able to help with
identification of species or
behaviour of species.  Go on to
http://www.kmbrc.org.uk/forum/port
al.php and sign up to let us know
your thoughts and use it if you have
any queries.

In addition to the forum you can now add odd records onto our database through our website at:
http://www.kmbrc.org.uk/enterrecords.htm  - if you record a lot then I would recommend using our
downloadable Excel spreadsheet, however the online form is great for one or two records and it
provides you with the opportunity to send in photos as well.  Let us know what you think of our new
website services and if they can be improved in away way.

Throughout 2006, volunteers are continuing to discover and record the rich marine life around the
coastline of Kent as part of Kent Wildlife Trust’s Seasearch and Shoresearch survey programmes.
     Shoresearch volunteers have already undertaken surveys on organised events at 9 sites around
the Kent coast, with several more events planned.  Shoresearch surveys record information about
the types of habitats and associated species found between high and low tide.  The events also
provide a great opportunity to learn about Kent’s marine life with Fred Booth and Ian Tittley, experts
on marine animals and plants respectively.  Links are also being made with members of other
organisations such as the Conchological Society.
     Surveys in diverse locations have included Sandwich Bay’s sandy shore, the chalk at Folkestone
Warren and Ramsgate, the chalk platform and saltmarsh at Pegwell Bay, and the long shingle spit
at Whitstable.  Kent Wildlife Trust developed the Shoresearch recording protocol, and forms
suitable for input to the national marine database, and the Shoresearch initiative is being adopted
by other organisations around SE England.  The Trust has also developed an introductory shore
life identification training module, and has organised several other training events including life of
sandy shores, and seaweed identification, both in the field and at the Natural History Museum, with
algae specialist, Ian Tittley.

The Kent Seasearch 2006 training programme is underway, with a further 16 recreational divers
undertaking the introductory Seasearch Observer course and 12 divers attending the more detailed
Surveyor course.
     The programme of organised and independent dives will continue to investigate the nature of
the seabed habitats and associated species around the Kent coast. Great excitement surrounded
the divers’ discovery in 2005 of ross worm reefs, which are identified as priority habitats in the UK’s
Biodiversity Action Plan.  Colonies of these tiny ross worms build a reef structure from their network
of sand tubes and this helps to consolidate the otherwise mobile seabed sediments, providing a
more stable habitat for a range of other species, like sponges, seasquirts and anemones.
The data sets from both the Seasearch and Shoresearch survey programmes are being input at
the Kent and Medway Biological Records Centre onto the national ‘Marine Recorder’ database,
and some can already be viewed on the National Biodiversity Network www.searchnbn.net.  These
marine survey programmes are helping to build a valuable baseline of data about Kent’s marine
wildlife and habitats, which currently does not exist.

For more information about Kent Wildlife Trust's marine projects, contact Bryony Chapman, Kent Wildlife Trust, Tyland
Barn, Sandling, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3BD.  Tel: 01622 662012. e-mail: info@kentwildlife.org.uk or visit the website
www.kentwildlife.org.uk
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