
Our Partners We are very grateful to the following partners for providing funding and resources.

If you have any news or success
stories  about   species seen  in
your garden or elsewhere, we’d
love to    hear  from you! If  you
would   like  more  information
about the Records   Centre  or
other     wildlife  groups  and
organisations in Kent, feel free to
contact us:

KMBRC
Tyland Barn

Sandling
Maidstone
ME14 3BD

Telephone: 01622 685646 or
01622 685780

If you would like to receive
this newsletter as an email
please let us know at
info@kmbrc.org.uk

What am I ?

WHAT AM I ?

In the last issue, What am I ?   was a Common Frog (Rana temporaria)

The first correct answer was sent in by an anonymous grandparent
whose thirteen year old grandson was certain that bluebells at Thornden
Wood were native. Glad to see that family interests are going from
strength to strength
The Common Frog is very variable in colour ranging from greyish green
to yellow brown. There are darker markings across the hind legs and a
dark patch behind the eye. It is widespread throughout the British Isles
living on land in damp regions and often only returning to the water to
spawn.
Please do not transfer frog spawn from one pond to another as this
may lead to the spread of the disease Red Leg which is affecting many
frogs in Britain.
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 If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or
require more recording forms please call us on
01622 685780 or email info@kmbrc.org.uk

 If you would like to send in photographs for
identification or have general queries, please
email info@kmbrc.org.uk

 If you know of any local publications which may
be interested in including an article from us
please contact us at the above number or email
info@kmbrc.org.uk

 Additional information and detail can be found
on our website: www.kmbrc.org.uk

 We are also available to give talks or
presentations to interested local groups about
the Records Centre and/or Kent’s wildlife.

 We offer training in recording and the use of
Recorder Software and GPS.
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Contact Us

(Editor:  Tony Witts)

KENT GOES WILD 2008

Come and find out more about the fantastic wildlife  in Kent at Shorne Wood Country Park,
Gravesend on the 27 th and 28 th of September.

Kent Goes Wild is the biggest celebration of wildlife recording in Kent and we hope that you will be
able to join us there.

The event is run in association with Kent County Council and focuses on the promotion of wildlife
recording and countryside management in the county. The theme this year is “Kent’s Favourite
Trees.” In previous years we have had an extremely successful weekend with a wide variety of
specialist wildlife recording groups, corporate organisations and wildlife protection charities attending.

Countryside experts will be on hand to identify specimens and photos and talk about small mammals,
reptiles, moths, trees, wild flowers and many other species which can be found around Kent. They will
be able to chat to the public about how they can help by spotting and recording the various species.

All these activities are happening by the beautiful, new wooden eco-centre in the tranquillity of Shorne
Wood Country Park, which caters for everyone including less mobile visitors. There is an easy access
trail, free loan of electro-scooters and a sensory garden which has plants and tactile sculptures
providing colour, scent, texture, shape and sound.

Entrance to Kent Goes Wild is free and the event run s from 10.00 – 16.00 on both 27 th and
28th September 2008.
We look forward to seeing you there.
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What am I ?

  This photograph was lent to us by one of our
  Recorders.

  Can you identify it ? It was found in Kent.



AWAY DAY TO LEEDS CASTLE

Thursday 5th June dawned bright and sunny for once. Hannah took
six staff and volunteers to meet James McConkie, the Grounds
Manager at Leeds Castle. He had agreed to show us the work that
was on-going to protect and encourage water voles to remain and
return to the grounds of the castle.
James initially gave us a brief potted history of “The Most Beautiful
Castle in the World” and then led us through the grounds around the
Great Water. In the past the grounds have been kept manicured and
immaculate but not necessarily attractive to wildlife. Now a more
enlightened approach is in operation in certain areas while still
retaining the wonderful gardens and vistas beloved by the
visitors.

Water vole habitats have been thoroughly studied to ensure that
conditions can be as favourable as possible. Vegetation has been allowed
to thicken along the water margins and erosion has, in places, been control-
led by the use of coir rolls holding back the earth.
Unfortunately other residents – namely water fowl – have not always helped
as they have enjoyed chewing and pulling at the rolls. Control of the water
courses is vital but there are numerous options and all impact on each other.
It’s frequently a “trial and error” process but there is now a real commitment
to enhancing the environment for a wide variety of wildlife. There is a brilliant
information board explaining the needs of the water voles and the work that
has been carried out ensuring the public are kept fully informed.
Land management of such an important site is complex and challenging.
Tree work is ongoing to retain the views and character of the area and a
continuous tree cover strategy is in place that is incorporated with
veteran tree management. Pollarding of some established poplars has not
produced the expected results and a few of the ancient trees are causes
for concern. Grazing pasture is regulated and wildflower growth encour-
aged so that insects and butterflies will flourish.

Fuchsia Gall Mite Aculops fuchsiae Keifer
The Fuchsia gall mite is a serious pest of Fuchsia spp, it is a reportable quarantine species in the EU listed in the
Plant Health (Great Britain) Order 1993 (schedule 2. Part A (a). It was first reported in France in 2003 when it was
suspected to have been inadvertently imported by a private Fuchsia enthusiast on propagating material from the
Americas. It is now widespread in Brittany.
First described in 1972 in Brazil, it was introduced into California and spread rapidly in the southern part of the state.
The first record of the species in the UK was in 2006 when it was discovered on Guernsey and it has since been
reported twice on mainland Britain in Hampshire and Middlesex.
It has now been discovered in Kent …………………..
Adult mites are very small, between 200 and 250" m in length, with a worm-like body and are usually pale yellow or
white in colour. Their survival is very temperature dependant, they will not tolerate temperatures below 5°C. They
have 4 stages to their life-cycle, (egg; larva; nymph; and adult), which takes 21 days to complete.
Symptoms of infestation develop slowly beginning with a reddening of the leaves, especially on shoot tips. The
growing infestation causes the leaves and flowers to become deformed or galled, initially pale green and felt-like and
then reddens with age. In England and Wales suspected outbreaks or interceptions of Fuchsia gall mite should be
reported immediately to your local DEFRA Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate Office.
For more information and pictures of this species please visit: http://www.defra.gov.uk/planth/pestnote/fuchsia.pdf

It was an excellent visit and enhanced our understanding of complex land management.
Diary Date
Leeds Castle is holding a Wildlife Weekend on August 2 – 3rd 2008

Discover the full biodiversity of Leeds Castle’s grounds and habitats.
Stalls run by local wildlife & environmental groups.
Join Professor Crump for “Masterbugs”, an interactive show for children and adults.

BEES, BEES, BEES
There’s been a buzz about honey bees recently as members of the British Beekeepers Association
lobby for an increase in funding for research into bee health.

A recent Early Day Motion in parliament highlighted the need for
recognition of their input into the rural economy, which is
endangered by current threats from Varroa Mite and concern over
the emergence of Colony Collapse Disorder in the USA. Disease
and other pressures on bees have resulted in there being practically
no wild honey bees left in the UK, and beekeepers worry that their
own colonies may follow.
Here in the Garden of England bees are particularly important for
fruit pollination. The importance of Kent’s traditional orchards to
many different wildlife species is recognised in their Biodiversity
Action Plan priority habitat status, so it’s essential that honey bees,
as a vital part of that ecosystem, have healthy populations.
Learn more and download the petition to sign at the British Bee-
keepers website:
http://www.britishbee.org.uk/bbka_research_campaign.php
or by contacting us at KMBRC.

KENT KIDS WILD WATCH 2008
This is an on going project that we run with Kent’s Primary Schools. We want to encourage the
Naturalists of the Future to develop their skills of identification and Recording.  We ask the children
to map the Flora and Fauna in either their school grounds or their gardens so we can see the
distribution of species, identify good wildlife areas and ensure their protection. On our website we give
the schools ID guides, Recording Forms and Lesson Plans.

The Stag Beetle
The Stag Beetle Lucanus cervusi, one of Kent’s most recognisable and impressive beetles is in trouble.  It is
given special protection under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981, and is subject to a
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).  Stag Beetles are found in parks and gardens, hedgerows and at woodland
edges, where the females lay their eggs in decaying wood upon which the larvae will feed for three to seven
years.  As yet it is unknown whether the adults eat anything at all!  The problem is that our woodlands and
hedgerows are disappearing and gardens are kept tidy where dead wood is not left to rot naturally as it is
seen as an undesirable feature. The People’s Trust for Endangered Species (www.ptes.org) is the

lead partner for three Biodiversity Action Plans for stag beetles, noble
chafer beetles and violet click beetles.  They run several nationwide
public surveys to generate information about a range of native
species including the Great Stag Beetle Hunt which was run in 1998,
2002 and from 2006-2007.  This has enabled them to map where the
beetles are found in Britain and to monitor changes in their
distribution.  Over 6000 records were entered into the scheme in
2007.

The adults are currently emerging and will spend the summer actively
searching for mates and places to lay their eggs.  The south-east is
the UK’s stronghold for this species, where the temperatures are high
and rainfall is low.

You can participate in this recording scheme by downloading a
recording form from their website (www.greatstaghunt.org).  In
addition to recording where and when you find stag beetles the PTES
are encouraging people to create safe places for the females to lay
their eggs by burying a bucket for beetles, creating log piles and not
removing dead tree stumps.  If you would like to do something
practical for this beetle and other saproxylic creatures a leaflet with
instructions on how to create Stag Beetle habitat is available from the
KMBRC.


